120448322075

CCEVED

S > & YOUNG, P.C. RECE -
igkoy -5 P 31
o ey, CEHER

FE % - Ui
November 5, 2010

I""\

P

g
i

<

~

Via Messenger n;‘ﬁ § =) ‘;} o
o PO

Christopher Hughey, Esq. g_-:‘.?, Y 3’7::1 E__E

Acting General Counsel e R o @ b

Federal Election Comission . é 4_ o & g_—} =

999 E Street, N.W. MUR#¥ O42°] B =

Washington, 1.C. 20463 - : ')';_ ~ =

Re: Fraudulest Misrepresentation of Campaign Authority
Dear Mr. Hughey:

We are writing to call the attention of the Commission to what appears to be a
serious, knowing and willful violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended, by unknown persons. Specifically, a fraudulent press release was issued on
Fnday. October 29, 2010, stating, falsely, that our chmt, Scott Eckersley, the Demoorulic
nominoe for U.S. House of Represematlm frum the 7™ Congreesionut District ef
Missoul, was suspemiing his vampdign. This frawdulent pruss veleass was sent from a
fraudulani yalon.cum email accimmt set wp in fire e of Seatt Eckersley. (A gty of
the press pelemna is attached heasto as Bxhibit A). Subweguent to the dissersitintion of Ihe
press miagse, the cempaign received severat cells from local press, and the fake prass
releage gerscated stories in the press speculating that Mr. Eckersley was dropping out of
the election. (A sample of stories from the Intemet websites of local press outlets is
attached as Exhibit B). A copy of the press release was forwarded by our office to the
Justice Department’s Public Integrity Division earlier this week.

Throogh the media, the campalim has been able to identify the TP address from ?
which It wiss gent andd the general loantion of thmt P sxhinms. The IP address is

24.14.20.113, and tho gererat lowation is (flendale Haighs, Hlinois. (See Exhibit C
attached hereto).

In sddition, the Missouri political blog www.fiyadupmissoyri com captuosi a
screenshot of a Twitter “tweet” by an individual named James Harris, who is a political
consultant far Mr. Eckersley’s opponent, Billy Long. (A copy of that blog entry is
attached as Exhibit D). It appears that this “tweet” was disseminated simultaneously with
the first media report about the fake press release indicating that Mr. Eckersley was
suspending his campaign. James Harris atterapted to delete his original tweet, and did ss,

but before he did, a former smployee naeti Shawn Bell retwueted Herris's origirlal
twoet.
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The apparent timing of this “tweet” by Mr. Harris raises a question as to whether
Mr. Harris, mnd/or possibly others associated with the Long campalgn, rauy havs had
prior knowledge of this fhawdulent press seloase.

Further, earlier last month, a blogger had alerted the Eckersley Campaign about a
fraudulent Twitinr account that had besn set np in tho name af Mr. Eckersley. The
“followers™ of that fake account included an entity ideniified as “LF Strategies,” which
issued its own “tweet” critical of Mr. Eckersley and encouraging individuals to follow the
fake Twitter account. The fake twitter account was being followed by over 200 twitter
subscribers, including Billy Long and Roy Blunt. The campaign’s official twitter feed,
which had been active for over six months, had only 139 followers. That “tweet” was
deleted, however, immediately after thie tacdia began to report on the frimdulent press
releasc desombexd abone. It shotild Be nioted that u company known as “Lakefront
Stmaicgies” is a palitieal consiilling firm Incated in Glerdale Heights, Iliinais, 3 few miles
fram Addisen, Hlisais whera tha fake press ralease eriginated. That firm is owned by a
Patrick J. Binning, former chair of the lllirois College Republisan Federation whi alse
served as that organization’s executive director, in 2009, Mr. Binning is originally from
Springfield, Missouri and graduated from a small private High School with the eldest
daughter of Billy Long. Soon after press reports of the fake press release emerged, Mr.
Binning disabled the website of his consulting firm and the fake twitter account was
immudiately deleted as well (Attached as Exhibit E, please find a blog entry from a the
political blog, bungzalowbillscw. blogspot.com, which outlines the Hicely connuctiona
between Patnok Hinning and the fke «enail and twittdr avcomnts and the telatiamship
betweced Binning end the Rilly T.ong nampaign). In midition, my clieot nea lémmed that
Mr. Biming hud pested a message an Mr. Long’s Facehazk page shortly afver the
election that coagratulated him on kis prixnary victory dnd affered eny assistancs
necessary during the general election campaign.

The attempt to send a press reléase in the name of the candidate that falsely states
the candidate is dropping out of the race is a clear violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441h. Section
441h states, in part, that it is unlawill for sy person who is a candidate for federal office
or their agents of that candidate to “(1) fraudulently misrepresent himself or any
committee or orgmtization under his eputrel wy speaking or writing or otherwise atting
for mn beimlf’ of nny other candidate ar politioal party ur emplearec or agent thereof on a
matter whiok is dontaging ta saci: other candidate or politisal party or smpioyae ar agent
thereaf, or (2) willfilly and knawingly participate in or canspite tn particigate in any
plan, schome or design to vialate paragraph (1).”

We urge the Commission to proceed immediately with an investigation into this
matter and to penalize those reeponsible tbr these fraudulent campaign activities to the
fullest extent of the law.
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The Eckersley Campaign is committed to cooperating fully with the investigation
and to providing any information that it has that may be useful.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.

Sinc yours,

Neil P. Reiff
Counsel to Scott Eckersléy for
Congress

Signed and sworn to before me this é day of November, 2010

Notary Public:

llﬂmxdiﬂlw

My Commission Expires:M_z_[,_aj /3

MARY . VINCENT
Notary Puhlic, District of
W“Mmmomgg
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From: Scolt Eckersley {rinilto:ses

Seat: Friday, Octobier 20, 2010 7:50 AM
To: gooit eckerslev@vahoo ¢
Subject: For Immediate Release-Eckersley for Congréss

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 7:45 A.M. CST, OCTOBER 29TH 2010----SPRINGFIELD,
MISSOURI
PRESS ADVISORY

‘Eckersiay Suspends Campaign for Congress and Withidraws Until Further Notice

Due to Personal Matiers that have arose aver the. last severai days, Scott Fickerslsy who is
running for Congress in the Missouri's 7th Coiagressional District is Suspending his campaign
sinitil forthier notice.

"] s saddened thiat I am hiaving to.do this, lewever at this time, this is the biest deision fot
myself and'my family" said Bokersley. "I would fike to-thank my supporters for alt that they huve
done for me and 1 hope that they will understand my decision.".

#iH

Scett Eckerstey
Egkersley for Congress
Phohe: (388) 788-3643
_Fl!::' (88%) 9003512

Springfield, MQ 85808

ECKERSLEY FOR U.S. CONGRESS
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Campaign staffer: Emall stating Eckersiey withdrawing from
race Is untrue
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Eckersley Blumes Long For E-Mail Hoax - kspr.com hitp://www kspr.com/news/local/kspr-eckersley-blames-l ang-for-emai-1....

Képr.com/news/locaVkspr-eckersley-blamés-long-for-eniai-102910,0,5730538.story
kspr.com
Etkersley Blames Long For E-Mail Hoax

A fake e-mail sent under the Democrat's name claimed he was dropping his
congressional hid :

Rgn Davis

Senior Praducer

12:01 PM CDT, October 29, 2010
SPRINGFIELD, Mo.

A fake email sent under Stott Eckersley's name claimed the Democrat was suspending his campaign for U.S.
Congress.

KSPR was-first to report the e-wiil way liksly € huax,

The e-mail — riddled wifh grammatical errors and types -- was sent shortly before 8 a.m. Friday to lecal
media. In it, the fake Eékersisy wite:

"Due to Peérsonial Matiers that have arvse (ic) over the last sevéral days,. Scott Eckersjey wh is ririqing for
Congress in the (sic) Missouri's. 7th- Congressiona] District is Suspending his tampaign until further notiee."
Eckerdley was campaigning in Joplin Thursday night and was:aslecp when the ¢-mail furer erupted. He-did
not respond 19 several e-ronils, ealls aiel texts.to his eell fhorie, cimprigh heatiquagters. ond personal e-miil
uceount, icightoning te fitiel confusion.

in a hastily, called'mews canference, Eckersloy lashed out at his. Republican opponpat, Billy Lang, and
claiined Loig was hshind the difty tick. But Eckersicy offered nt priaf G suppéit his alimn.

Lo did got retayntepeatni calls for somioent.
Copyright 2010, KSPRSTYV

10292010 233 PM
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Eckersley i% not withttrawinp fforh congressfonal race: e-tiil nessage wa...  http:/f'www.ky3.com/héws/ky3-eckersiéj-riot-withdfawing-from-102910,...
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CURETSICY 13 KU WILIRIRW I UL CULFESSIUNI RICE; C-URIN HRYNIEG Wiha  HUPIWWIW.KYD COMMIRWE/KYD*CONRCTHIUY-RUL-WNGrAWing- EDM- 1 VLY | V...

ky3.com/news/ky3-eckersley-tipt-withdrawing-from-102910,0,7160880.story

ky3.com

Eckersley is not withdrawing from congressional race; e-mail message
wa$ fakeé

by KY3 News

oewsaipits@ky3.com

4:51 AM CDT, October 29, 2016

SPRINGFIELD, Me. -= Scott Eckersley's office says-an ¢-mail messape stating the Democratic Party
<candidite is withdiawing from the Tth Congressional Dirict race.is a hoax. A staffér says the message sent
out Friday moming wis a fake.

The mossagy should have seen easily identified as-a fraud. It came from a Yahoo.com acoeunt with the text
in the body of ¢ie messape. Btkérsley's campdign sends out e-mailed news releasgs in .pif attacliments,.and

often does't put much text, if any at I, in the body of the ¢-miiil message. The aiessage was Sent at 7:50
am. Friday.

Etkersley is tuhning against Republioan Billy Long, Libartarian Kevin Craig, nud write-in candidutes
Nichplas Ladendorf dod D. Day. They'ré vying to replate Rep. Roy Blusit, the: Republican candidate. for 1LS.

Copyriglt 82010, KY3-TV

1042972010 3:38 PM
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E-mail jurporting 1 be from Eckersley,cempaign appears to.have originat..  htip://www.news-leader.comarticie/20101029/BREAKING10/10102%4)..
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E-mall purporting to be from Eckersley campaign appears to
have originated near-Chicage :

QGTOBER 29, 2010°
Cinivnis (3  Recommond,  Prihiagoge  Evwifisoiick Shre  TrpeSihAKA

The e-meil purporting fo-be ram Scati Echersley's campaign.appeare 3 have originaied from 8 Ghicego
subiurb,

The e-uil, witlsh wesh saint war this inoniieg, lafsnly sile Bihersicly srae diopslig Bt &6 tid sate.
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RELATES
Campsign statiis: Emil siging Eshemiey whinrpwily fiboeh mce funtue:

Tha e-mal] came from an gochynt iheied “acofl.ackersley@yatioo.com”

Thé Reéws-Luoh nickiicie P skdress thet was Inituded t te Fasdbih 5 th e:ridl to ASREH, B Eehnbyuyﬂmllamm
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False media releass says Eckersley suspending eampaipn

14l

Falsgmed-iﬂ release savs Eckersley suspending
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BBCW: Is Chicagoland's Lakefront Strategies Behind the Fraudulent Scott Eckerslsy E-...

Friday, October 29, 2010
Is Chicagoland's Lakefront Strategies
Behind the Fraudulent Scott Eckersley E-

Mail?: Bilty Long Connections to
Fraudulent E-Mail

The Springfield News-Leader reports the fraudulent Scatt Eckersiey
suspends campaign e-mall originated from an ISP located in Addison,
Tiinols. So that opens a question, why would someane from
Chicagoland be interested in our Congressional race in Southwest
Missourf?

Earlier Wiis umels, bloggats Asgan talling shout a fusident Seth
Eckersiny Svitter account et wins sanding it twaets misrqpresentiog
Eckersley's position on the issues. A closer ook at the followers of the
fake Scolt Eckersiey for Congress Twitter account identified a curlous
follower known as LFStrategies. LFStrategles tweeted the following
encourvigihg peogie t= take a IOk at vihy Eckeysiey is bad for
Southwest Musatul.

@mcl\arsw runmng in the 7th
% district of missouri is not the type of

L; character southwest missouri neetis 4
;-5 40190 2020 v PoenDrh ~Gwhy -Nowa E
A LF@raiyjies ‘3
L
i i

Interestingly enough, that tweet, which was at the fallowing ink
hitp:/witter.com/LFStrategles/status/28739191567, has been
removed as has the fake Scott Eckersley twitter account shortly after
news broke the Eckersiey campaign was prepared to press criminal
charges against whoever wrote the e-mail.

It was noted earfler today, that Billy Long's campaign strategist James
Harris quirily tueseied allmxt the fraumoisnt e-wail witinel mer
verifying its accunacy. & well, Swmn il wio Fired Up Missourl
Identifisd aa aace warking for Hamk, avaj wils sm acusad of using
similar latter wiiting tastics aginst Buian Niewes, fwested and nrenoves
Mrmmu\ehu 22ll is now calfiing bloggers begging them
to remove his name from the story trying to distance himseif from
mmmmwmmmmm Jim Lee, who

Lee recorded the conversetion, and I listened to the tape of ell
distancing himsi? rom Sames Hants and 80ty Long. Wivy Wid Beil feil
the neadl W cal biugears wi quisxly annoumiced ill's tuest aixd aml

http://oungalowbillscw.blogspot.cem/2010/10/is-chicagolands-lakelront-strategies.html

Page 2 of 8
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2 hours ago
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3 hours ago
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EdWaon
3 howrs ago
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GM probably won't pay back
every dime of baliout money.
hitp://bk.lyJbBAsIH
49 miautes 390
Join the
conversation

Bungalow Bill's Conservative
Wisdom: As featured on Rush
Limbaugh, Westarn Freat
America , KY3, KSPR 33, XOLR
10, Alan Keyes is Loyal to
Uberty, Ludanne, infowars,
Prison Planet, Speigel, Willie
Nelson.com, Vincent David

- Michael Wardell

Bungalow Bill

his connection to James Harris? What is Bell afraid of?

AN RT @JamecMNHarris: Scoit E¢kersiey wihdfbws from the Tt

Lat's go back to LFStrategles, and look at why they may have deleted
their tweet promoting the fake Scott Eckersley twitter acoount, and let's
also ask was LFStraligies behing the Sake Sceit Bdimrsiey twither

account,
LFStrategies

As mentioned earfier, the e-mall's ISP shows that it originated in
Addison, IL. It tums out that just a couple miles away is Lakefront
Strategies (LFStrategies on Twitter) in Glendale Helghts. Coincidentally,
the current Missourl 7 Representative and US Senate candidate Roy
Blunt foluws Lakeltont Strategies on Twitter and so dées By Long.

http://bungalowbillscw.blogspot.com/2010/10/is-chicagolands-lakefront-strategies.html
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Smackdown
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2 doys ago

E] Something Is Wrong
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Comdog
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Isn't it strange that when criminal charges began being tossed about,  July 2009 (317)
Lake Front Strategies, a political strategy company that was June 2009 (342)
encouraging a fraudulent Scott Eckersiey Twitter account suddenly May 2009 (349)
removes the tweet that reads, @seckersieymo?7; running in the 7th April 2009 (363)
district of Missourl Is noi the type of character Southwest Missburt A
needs. Why remove this tweet If it was Innocent shortly after Eckersiey  March 2009 (374)
snnounces there wiil ariminal investigation? February 2009 (296)
January 2009 (302)
It's very possibie the e-mail may have been sent from Lakefront December 2008 (176)
Strategies. how we see back scratching worksin politics, Newember 2008 (111)
espedally in Jeff koe's world witi the Mike Huckabee's endorsement of
Billy Long, which.was a pofitical favor for Roe's work in the 2008 October 2008 (30)
Huckabee for President campaign, is Lakefront Strategles helping the
Kansas City strategists out--2 political favor 30 to speak?
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BBCW: Is Chicagoland's Lakefront Strategies Behind the Fraudulent Scott Eckersley E-... Page 5 of 8

Consider the doseness of Glendale Heights, Hilinots, to Addison, IL.
a b af the two Ghiaagp suburks:

Addison boarders Glendale Heights and Is divided by Interstate 355
formerly known at the North South Tollway now calied Veterans
Memorial Tollway. It's very possible Lakefront Strategies Internet server
is located in Addisos.

Here's some basic informtion about Lakafront Strategles. It's a poiitical
strategy organization iike Jeff Roe's Axiom Strategles. It's awned by
Patrick ). Birning.

Patrick J. Ienrilag's Faoliboolt page says B i from Spliafield,
Missourl. § aiso ties bim to Re-Max, = real =state compety, whish Is
enforced on s Linked In page. Is this a coindidence, or does this
suggest there could be a very real tie to Bily Long?

http://bungalowbillscw.blogspot.com/2010/10/is-chicagolands-lakefront-strategies.html 11/5/2010
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BBCW: Is Chicagolans's Lakefront Strategies Behind the Fraudulent Scott Eckersley E-...  Page 6 of 8

Pltl'lek.l Blnnlng g
Mlhﬂ&“luhﬂhﬂ » _.

Patrick J. Binning's Summary
Touk & St Polic! Ogariatvn o 3010 ¢ e e budget o8

=i-—wdd“*~lﬁmi“

Patrich J. Binplngls Spechebivs:

Pﬂlek d .IllWl Elpllhlle.

Director of Caraer Daveispennt
Refliax AllPro and Great Ametican Herth
(Rest Estate nustry)

Octaber 2000 — Prasest (1 mantt)

Recnling .1 Developing Five 18 Top Pradicing Resl Exen Agsas

Peincipal and CEO
Lokairomt Sirategies
Pefiocsl Ovgnizasion inervyl
Sy 2008 —Prosert (2 yours & mastha)
Lakbont Sustegies & & A sonice Pelical Consuliing Few that

A closer look at at Patrick J. Benning's education shows he went to
Greenwood Laboratory School from 1991 to 2004, Congidering his age,
that puts him at the school about the same time Billy Long's daughters
would have attended Greenwood.

D tema - - - vmanr

Putriek J. Bioning's Edunation

BA , Poilic Sciance. Puilics and Ca=iguigny, Public Administration,
2004 — 2008

Ackiviles and Soclfive: Cllege Repubiicans
Sssout! State Universky
Grade and Hil) Schant , Geriung®l siDratory Sciisel , 1911 - 0904

Acitvites atd Socielien: BeaksihaR, FCA, Model UN, Ozarks Sclance
and Eriginaading Filk, w

Aswdl,!lmﬂnghasbmvuyaﬂlvehkamhﬂanpanypdlﬂc
starting in college. His Facehook page reads:

wnife at NIV, I was elected Ciairman of (he Jinals Colfege Republican
Federation in 2007. In 2008 I s wpppinted as Beecuttee Director of
the same organization. I also susved briefly as Director of Cperations
for the DeKXalb County Republican Central Committee.

Considering all these xirmiderxes, did Paick J. Bining write the e-
mail to the media that daimed Scott Eckersiey was suspending his

http://bungalowbillscw.blogspot.cem/2010/10/is-chicageiands-lakefront-strategies.html 11/5/2010
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BBCW: Is Chicagaland's Lakefront Strategies Behind the Fraudulent Scett Eckersley E-...

campaign?

Considering Shawn Bell's nervousness to distance himself from James

Harris and Billy Long, did Billy Long's strategists pay Petrick J. Binning
controversy today?

o write the e-mail that caused the
Posted by Bungalow Bill at 29.10.10 05

2 comments:

Too bad tha Neva-Lender aren't as through as you are,

October 29, 2010 8:03 PM

Jenny sald...

Did anybody else notice that the person who wrote the
“press rellase” seems to have some of the same word
capitalization issues (capitalizing words/phrases that don't
need capitalization) as !he persan wha twests tinder
twitter.com/auctar] end twitter.com/RillyleFEDUP?

October 30, 2016 12:06 AM
Post a Comment
Name calling and off-color comments will not be tolerated.

Comment as: | Select profile... 15
(" Post Comment ) [ Preview |

Bollz and Predictions
The Latest on all Racas Senate, House
s by Googie
Newer Post ) Home Older Post

and governors'

http://bungalowbillscw.blogspot.com/2010/10/is-chicagolands-lakefront-strategies.html
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BBCW: Is Chicagoland's Lakefront Strategies Behind the Fraudulent Scett Eckersley E-...

Page 8 of 8
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BBCW: Patrick J. Binning Removes Linked In Profile With Key Information That Could ... Page 2 of §

Saturday, October 30, 2010
Patrick J. Binning Removes Linked In

Profile With Key Information That Could
Tie Him to Blily Long and Eontroversial E-

Mail Vinyl Banners custom signs,
posters, magnetics, and stuffl
W e Wttt Mvee Se T T T
foetoren et ) Donate-Long is Wrang PAC
W omtanh & gty el o v ket er o aams gy
=== (&
= S e

oloe B agutoy

mm#—:zﬂﬂﬂlmmm m
Patrick 3. Binning continues to cover his electronic tracks on the L ~” J
Intemet. As mentioned earlier today, his LFStrategies Twitter account

%&ummmg?um“mm mall R
acoount Scott ey e~
of the ) Left Coast Rebel
daiming Eck was dropping out race, Nets
Binning's Littiesdl In page showed Ris Sgringfuid, Msouri corneltyon, biem: 1 sure hope New
his involvesmet in @OP poftics, ad St he graisated fom Greenweod York Times’ Nate Sivar of
probably bissut the tinm of iy Leng's daushtess. As nafl, bt awss a §38 dmows about outfiers
political eorarsiting firm laciad st a counle nies fiwm Addison, IL, 19 minutes ago
where the 1P address says the e-mall came from. Nice Debs
I will b sending the Eckessiey campaign the saved Linked In profie 50 Friday Free-For-All
wwmma?mwmﬁam 21 rinutes ago
whether or not 10 pre3s charges. There does saem t be a
connection ik WIS ¢l at the morment, ar someswe I werking .m"ﬁ?ﬂml
hard to cness thel becks. t
Posted by Bungalow Bill at 30.10.10 B s'm:; "'ms Hanor
36 mimtes :
0 comrmnents: h
B surcxwir
More Stimulus will still
not work
5¢ minutes ago
EJ Reaganite
Republican
Looks Like Somebody
Called the GOPs...
1 hour ago
B3 Allied Liberty News
Jopiin Mo Smoking Ban
1 hour ago
cocked and loadexi
Kansans Back Gun Rights
3 hours ago

.
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Sunday, October 31, 2010
Billy Long's Daughter Would Have

Graduated With Patrick J. Binning at
Greenwood

1n a serles of interviews with Billy Long, Sarah Steeiman asks Billy Long
about his family. Long notes his daughters are 21 and 24 years old.
This means the oldest daughter graduated from Greenwood with
Patrick ). Benning. Benning of course Is the CEO of Lakefront
Strategies, who some befieve Is behind the false Scott Eckersley e-mail
that shook up the campaign on Friday that announced Eckersiey was
dropping sut of the race.

Without arey vediFixfion, its beihg reportud that evem Bffly Long Himsuft
started exling supganns armanncing that Edknsiey bad wult the rase
early Fridey soamning. Thee aspears ta be s sthos) (amasiin te dhe &
mail and ifse isng campaign, and she s of Long's dughiass m2an
both of them attendeti sabaol at Greenwood with Patrick J. Binning.

Binning has been busy since the Eckersley campaign anaounced the
FBI was Iitvestigating the e-mall removing his digital foatprint from the

Intemet.
Posted &y Bungaibw Bib &t 31.10.0 (R

O commments:

BRCW: Billy Long's Daughter Weuld Have Graduated With Patsick J. Binning at Green... Page 2 of 5
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